Malignant degeneration of oral lichen planus: our clinical experience and review of the literature.
Lichen planus of the oral mucosa (OLP) is characterized by lymphocytic infiltrate in the epithelial layer and basal cells lysis. Some studies have suggested a high incidence of oral squamous cell carcinoma in patients with OLP that has been implicated as a premalignant lesion. We describe 19 cases of OLP, and the immunopathologic basis for OLP, its potential association with malignancy and the variable clinical pictures in patients with OLP are reviewed. Also, specific recommendations are given for treatment and follow-up of lesions.